Newspapers.

     Many published courses use real or simulated newspaper articles, and most schools maintain files of articles organized thematically. They provide one of the most obvious keys for opening up foreign society: its preoccupations, its habitual ways of thought, and its prejudices.

     Language teachers tend to use newspapers in 3 ways: to develop various language competencies, including reading comprehension and grammar \ vocabulary work to focus on aspect of the target society and its culture and for discussion. Besides, if might be the only source of authentic, genuinely contemporary written English. Reading, listening and speaking are intergrated in a remarkable way here so we can speak about intergrated activities. 

Most learners find newspapers difficult. It is, however, emphatically not the job of the language teacher to provide missing cultural info. For this very reason, many activities  allow the students to choose the text they wish to work with.

As to methodology, almost everyone agrees on at present Chomskyan theorists, Krashen, the applied linguist – etc, etc, that learning should be relatively natural.

In general working with newspapers is centered about four groups of activities: shimming, scanning, reading for central details and guessing the meaning of words.     

Here is the list of the better known activities:

~ writing and replying to small ads;

~ re-ordering jumbled paragraphs;

~ re-ordering jumbled cartoon-strips;

~ completing cartoon speech bubbles;

~ predicting horoscopes;

~ matching property ads with students needs;

~ replying to job ads;

~ devising appropriate penalties for criminals.

Usually it doesn’t matter at all if newspapers are old. There should be a story funk of  about a 100 newspaper stories and articles, best mounted an sheets of paper or cards.

I. Building confidence and familiarity.

Activities here should be designed to make your students.

1. What’s new (intermediate and above) list categories: home and foreign news stories, feature articles (medical, social, domestic, personal, cultural and artistic) leaders and comment columns, obituaries  (некролог), readers letters, business news… hand  out \ newspaper to a group of 5 students and make them look for 10 minutes for articles of each type. Look for any features that do not fit their original list of categories.

2. New names: for  skimming, listing and abstracting, summarizing: a list of names they haven’t heard of before and 1 line description of the person: it is for upper- elementary and above and promotes confidence in 2 ways: demonstrate to the students how much they already know and encourages them to find how easy it is to discover info.

3. Names in the newspapers: ask students to find as many names as they can and classify their name under of the categories: politician; sports player, entertainer; ordinary person.

4. Hide and seek: for reading and summarizing: ask students to work in pairs give each a newspaper: ask them to find a story or feature they think would interest the rest of the class. Each pair should write a 1-2 sentence instruction indicating roughly where the story can be found in the newspaper and mentioning some fact from the story: now other students seek for hidden story.

5. Where to find it (a variation). You’ll find this article on … page of the guardian of … May 1991 in the second column after… (below) find, read and write a 1-sentence summary of it.

6. Front Pages: business English, intermediate and above: Each group has 2-3 front pages: make a detailed list of all possible ways the news items might affect their work.

7. Questions and advice (to a person in a story which interests your students’ stories circulate!   

8. Things I want to know: writing designed to elicit interesting info not in the text. 

9. Culture and Newspapers: for (skills) reading for a purpose. 

Ask each pair to find a story that they feel reflects the culture of an English – Speaking society. (very often the image is based on misconceptions.) This activity gives students a chance to discuss the difference between the image and reality.

10. News stories in 2 cultures. For: topic writing: Ask students to copy out parts parallel to their mother tongue version.

11. Same: as 10; but with emphasis on TV \ radio. (I expected to find – but…). For: predicting and task-based reading.

12. Matching Headline and story. Headlines on the board…

13. News vendours’ posters. Elementary and above! For : representing the full meaning of a text.

14. Matching comment and newspaper: for evaluation of written matericels, group decision – making. Write up the following list of comments on the board. No thank you; not enough variety mind your own business; ideal for a desert island; sensational; boring but worthy a great read; who said newspapers were dull…allocate each of the comment to a text.

II. Working with text.  

Text-based activities require extensive, discriminating, authentic reading.

1) The short, short story:

Studying newspaper ‘snippets’ 

Ask the students to work in group of 4-5. They try to guess each other’s stories in turn by asking yes\no questions.

2) Finding stories: silly, animal, xenophobic, about smb… funny, sad, love story, etc.

Stories then can be graded from best to worst; a collection can be started… a pastiche can be started.

3) Enough is enough. For: rapid authentic reading, reading for choice, self-monitoring and reading number of texts 1 per students. – prepared as a home task! 

30 minutes in which to circulate and read, as many stories as possible – up to the point where they are no longer interested then make a mark where they stopped or skipped.

The pride of good ownership!

4) Reconstructing 2 stories: (variant of a scrambled text).

5) Skeleton stories: for working from outline to text: write on board only the basic info about your story:

      This is a story about…  (names, occupations). It contains the words “bottom” and “wine bar”. Ask students to decide what the story is about:

 (… then read the original story aloud.)

6) Completing a story: for: imaginative writing, evaluative reading, discussion of texts!

Glue the first paragraph to the top of a sheet of paper, the middle paragraph to the middle a second sheet…Imagine the rest of the story: display all the finished stories.    
    Wall quiz

        Write a list of questions based on a selection of newspaper articles, and distribute the quiz to teams of 2-3 students. Pin up the articles  around the room and ask students to walk around the room trying to find  the answers. The winning team is the first to find all the answers. This can be quite a lively activity! 

III. Working with Pictures.

Many picture-based activities are suitable for Elementary as well as intermediate and Advanced students.

1) Appropriate pictures: either draw or describe a picture that would be more appropriate than this one.

2) Finding stories for pictures.

3) Finding pictures for stories.

4) Matching pictures and  stories.

This means that a variety of reading skills from skin reading to in-depth, analytical study reading as well as various levels of re-reading.

5) Predicting Headlines.

Each pair should decide on a lively headline and write it down under the picture.

6) My picture and my story. Cut out picture for every 4 students. Ask the students to more about the classroom looking at the pictures. Tell them the story to accompany the picture is glued to the back of the picture. Ask them to decide which story they would like to read and them go to the appropriate picture.

IV.  Project work.

The activities here cannot be completed in a single lesson – they are genuinely on-going. Sometimes a project can be used to bridge a gap between in – class and out-of-class reading.

1) Being a journalist: act us Editor. Choose a story from a popular paper and under it write: rewrite this story for more educated readers.

~ the writer has been called away, complete it, please.

~ add more human interest.

~ watch the tape and write an entertaining version for the paper.

By the way it makes a good in-service teacher – development session.

2) Radio reviews (you’ll need a set of national daily newspapers: it makes an interesting half-day project on a summer course: focuses strongly on listening and reading, gives insights into the target culture.

Students will have to decide which newspaper (s) will be mentioned in relation to each story. (can be done with the half of a grid).

3) Papers from the past. Expose a sheet of paper to light… Take an old suitcase and fill it with 5-6 small objects, articles of clothes and keepsakes. (may be old photos). Divide the class into group of 6-8. Ask every group to make up a story that relates all objects and cuttings.

Sources: local newspapers with crime stories births, marriages and deaths.

Genuine old newspapers.

4) Topics in the news for Business English. This goes particularly well for students who can follow an ongoing financial story such as a take-over, currency crisis, company in the news, privatization. Government intervention in business…

5)Class newspapers.        News programmes

        This is a great team activity for both reading and speaking practice.  Put students into small teams and give them one or two recent newspapers. Tell them that they are going to work together to produce a news programme, including the headlines, special reports, interviews,  perhaps some footage from a story (if students like acting!), perhaps the weather forecast. Their programme should be based on news items from  the papers, and everyone must be involved in some way. If you have the 

equipment, you might like to film the programmes, or if not, each team  could act out their programme to the rest of the class. 

6)Collages – it lends itself well for project work because it is never complete. It is a challenge to student’s artistic judgment as well as a text of L. skills.
Suggestions: Headline – run a headline stop all round the classroom with each new item connected in some (clever) way to its neighbor.

Collagen as visions on particular countries-societies.

Collages as presents.

C. built around a symbol \ e.g. $

C. stimulated by, or built up around teacher – provided materials (a proverb, a map, a picture, a question, a poem, the title of a book or film or a word (hospital, prison, school).

V.  Personal responses.

1) Affective language – discovering how newspapers play on emotions. It may be the language is violent, soothing boring irritating: to decide on 3 affective categories is a student’s job. Then one works with 3 stories.

        Gossip

        This is an easy activity for helping students to summarize articles. For  this activity it is best to use tabloid newspapers or articles involving  a bit of scandal, perhaps about famous people. Teach students useful phrases for chatting or gossiping, e.g. 'Have you heard about…?', 'Did you know that…?', 'Guess what?' etc. Use appropriate gestures and  intonation. Ask students to choose an article of their choice, underline or jot down important parts of the article and report it to a friend, as though having an informal chat. They could then go round the class, chatting with different people about their news article. You could also  teach students some useful phrases for responding, e.g. 'Really? I don't believe it!', 'Are you joking?', 'How / when did it happen?' 
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